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A special balloon race last week symbolically launched a new charity aimed at providing holidays for sick and disabled children. Richard Branson, head of the Virgin Group, launched the National Holiday Fund for Sick and Disabled Children by releasing the last of 5,000 sponsored balloons. The National Holiday Fund, founded by two police officers, aims to brighten the lives of disabled, and chronically or terminally ill children by sending them on dream holidays. Specialist teams, will assess the children and accompany them on holiday. Each of the 5,000 balloons has been sponsored for £1. The sponsor of the balloon which travels the furthest will win £100.